
It was a beautiful sight to see the 
first sailboat races of the season! 
Thank you to all of those who are 

instrumental in providing this visual 
treat, including our fleet captain Mike, 
Bad Patty, and our Birch sailors! We 
are so lucky to have this activity every 
Sunday!
 I hope you enjoy the lake-wide 
garage sale this Saturday and the 
Commodore/Vice Commodore Party 
this Saturday, June 10! Karen and I 
hope to see you at the yacht club at 
6:30 pm. Bring an appetizer or dessert 
and come ready for a good time and 
some Birch Lake fellowship.
 There will be guest writers the 
next two weeks for the commodore 
comments. Vice Commodore Karen 
Curtis Miller and Past Commodore 
Patty Luecht have agreed to take over 
that responsibility in my absence. 
Thank you Karen and Patty for being 
so gracious!
 Here is a Moonbeam thought for 
the day: You cannot be the light and 
hold another in darkness.

 I hope to see you at the yacht club 
ready for food, drink and fun!

-Commodore Claudia

Boat Parade Planned
     There are merely three weeks 
remaining until the Umpteenth 
Annual Birch Lake Boat Parade.  
Does anyone remember when the first 
Boat Parade was held here at the 
Lake?  Denny? Bud? Duffy?
     Anyway, let’s concentrate on this 
year’s event.  Thanks to Carla 
Chester’s suggestion at Zimmy’s one 
evening, the theme for this year’s 
Parade is No Theme.  Everything is 
fair game.  Remember Seinfeld’s tele-
vision show about nothing?  This is a 
parade about everything, yes every-
thing.
     So put on your thinking caps and 
get busy.  More boring details will 
come next week. 

Thanks, Alpha Graphics
 Thanks to Birch Lake resident Pat 
Welch (south side), owner of Alpha 
Graphics in South Bend and Elkhart, 
Alpha Graphics is again printing the 
Birch Barker this year.
 Alpha is doing an excellent job 

and we appreciate the relationship!
~pv 

Birch Lake Totes 
 Birch Lake Totes are again avail-
able for just $5 each.  Call Patty 476-
2615. They will be on sale at the 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

June 10
2017

  The 
weekend

    Of  

Commodore’s Comments 2017 Birch Lake Calendar

Birch Lake Garage Sale - June 10
Commodore/ Vice Comm Party - June 10

Popsicles on the pier, Petty’s pier - June 22
Spaghetti Dinner - June 24 

Fireworks - July 1
Pancake Breakfast - July 2
Fireworks rain date - July 2

Don Harman People’s Regatta - July 16
Ladies Golf Outing - July 21

Mens Golf Outing July 28
Corn and Sausage Roast - July 29

Fall Dinner August 26
Soup Challenge - October 14 

Upcoming Board of Directors Meetings: 
July 8, August 5, Sept. 9

 
More info as available.; Dates subject to 

change; Watch the Online Barker for  2017 
schedule when available and for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact Commodore Claudia Phipps at  476-7073 or email claudia2154@gmail.com. ~Phil V

Thanks to Vice Commodore Karen Curtis Miller for the great action photos from last weekend’s inaugural sailing races.  Sail-
ing will continue every Sunday (weather permitting) until Labor Day ... please keep your boats clear of the course on Sundays!



Commodore/Vice Commodore party on 
Saturday June 10.

High speed Internet project
 Birch Lake is part of the Jones 
zone for the high-speed Internet con-
struction project by Midwest Energy. 
This zone is currently in 5th place, at 
35 percent of its goal. Midwest Energy 
is looking for approximately 451 more 
sign ups before they will begin con-
struction in our area for 2018. 
 The more sign ups they receive in 
our zone the more quickly construc-
tion will begin. Spread the word! 
Advise friends and family to sign up 
on teamfiber.com.  Signing up there 
does not commit you to anything it 
just shows that there is interest in the 
fiber service.

New Directory in the works
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club is in 
the process of collecting data for a new 
Birch Lake Directory, which will be 
published this year.  We will be col-
lecting data through July 4 and hope-
fully will have directories available for 
the Fall Dinner.
 If you are new to the lake or if any 
of your information in the last directo-
ry has changed, please your new infor-
mation to Deb Spratt at 18100 
Farmington Hills Dr., South Bend, IN 

46637
 The information we will publish 
will include:
House number - last name, first 
name(s)
Birch Lake mailing address
Lake Phone Number (land line)
Cell Phone Number(s)
Off Lake Address (if any)
Off Lake Phone Number(s)
Email address(es)
Kids names.

The Birch Barker is Online
 The printed Birch Barker will be 
online this season, as well as addition-
al content ... go to www.philvitale.com 

and follow the links to the Printed 
Birch Barker.

Advertising in the Birch Barker
 Advertising is always welcome in 
the Birch Barker.  All money paid 
goes to support Birch Lake Yacht Club 
events and activities, and everyone 
who helps produce and distribute the 
Barker are unpaid volunteers.
 Display style ads are produced as 
“modular” ads in 1/8 page, 1/4 page, 
1/2 page or full page increments.  
Rates for an ad for any part or the 
entire season are: $65 for 1/8 page; 
$130 for 1/4 page; $260 for 1/2 page; 
and $560 for a full page.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STuNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Mr. Bob for the portrait a Birch Lake critter!



 Classified advertising in the 
Barker is free for BLYC members or 
$5/week for non members.
 To place an ad contact Barker 
Editor Phil Vitale at onlinebarker@
gmail.com or sailorphil@philvitale.
com, mail or put the ad materials in 
the stone mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. 
(east side), Vandalia, MI 49095, or, as 
a last resort, call me at 269-476-1680.

Cass program on invasive species
 The Cass County Conservation 
District is proud to host a free event 
June 21 from 6-7 pm at the Cass 
County District Library in Cassopolis. 
This event will be open to the public 
and light refreshments will be provid-
ed. Kimberly Barton, the Cass County 
Invasive Species Outreach Educator, 
will be giving a short presentation 
about invasive species in Cass County 
and how to manage these species. Her 
talk will include topics such as 
Japanese Knotweed, forest pests, and 
aquatic invasive species such as 
Phragmites. She will also include a 
short demonstration of how to use a 
Japanese Knotweed injector for the 
management and removal of this spe-
cies. 
 If interested please call the Cass 
County Conservation District at (269) 
445-8641 ext. 5 to RSVP.   The 

SWxSW Corner Collaborative Invasive 
Species Management Area (CISMA) is 
a grant funded program to manage 
invasive species in Berrien, Cass, and 
Van Buren Counties. With funding 
from the Michigan Invasive Species 
Grant Program, the CISMA aims to 
help landowners and stakeholders in 
Southwest Michigan manage invasive 
species. 
 If you believe you’ve seen invasive 
species, please report this to the 

Midwest Invasive Species Information 
Network (MISIN) at misin.msu.edu. If 
you have questions about invasive spe-
cies or invasive species treatment 
please contact the Cass County 
Conservation District at: (269) 445-
8641 ext. 5 or Kimberly.barton@macd.
org. If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing for the Cass County Conservation 
District please contact Korie Blyveis at 
korie.blyveis@macd.org or at the office 
number listed above. 

— Birch Lake Notes —

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

The chemical treatment was applied on Tuesday in the ongoing effort to eradicate 
the Milfoil on the east side.



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

Join us for the Annual 
Don Harman/Earl Troeger 
PEOPLE’S REGATTA

SAILING FOR ALL AGES 
NO EXPERIENCE REQuIRED

NO BOAT? NO PROBLEM!
You may join the crew with an EXPERIENCED SAILOR

Launching from Lutz’s on North Shore  (next to Camp T.)

July 15, 2017
Arrival Time: 10:30 am; Sailing/Race Time: 11 am

Picnic lunch (hot dogs, chips) following; soft drinks and H20 provided
Adults: BYOB

Please provide your own life jackets and towels
(rain date TBA in the Barker)

More Information? Call Amy at 476 -2843 or Bad Patty 476 -2615
SEE YOu ON THE WATER



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

“Under the big Green Tent
     at Hilltop Gas Station”

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

13599 US 12
Union, MI 49130

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Friday - Sunday
10:00 - 6:00

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan



— CommuNity CorNer —

Dave’s Residential Services
Cell: (269) 362-0724

Email: davehardisty@comcast.net 
Landline: (269) 476-2797

Lawn Care Security Checks

Firewood Home Maintenance

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

by Sarah Petty
 Hi Birch Lakers!  I’m a new Birch 
Lake Yacht Club board member, and we 
have created a new Community Com-
mittee!  This committee will absorb the 
Welcoming Committee to welcome new 
Birch lakers, and do some other things 
that help us “get to know” more people 
on the lake.  
 Starting off at this weekend’s Com-
modore/Vice Commodore party you will 
see color-coded name tags!  These will 
appear at future BLYC functions to help 

us meet new people ... and so we can 
remember the people we have met three 
times and still forget their names (maybe 
it’s just me).  
 The name tags will be coded by 
shore (North, South, East, West, and 
Cove) to help you place people on the 
lake.  Be sure to come on Saturday (bring 
an app or dessert to share) to meet new 
and “old” friends!
 Check back, right here, next week 
as I introduce a fun, low key event called 
“popsicles on the pier”.  It is as easy as 

it sounds, and I hope to do one per shore 
this summer.  I’ll host the first one on 
the North Shore on June 22 from 4-6 pm.  
If you would like to offer your yard and 
pier for the next one, please email me at 
sarahkpetty@gmail.com.  More details 
next week.
 In this Corner we will also do a “Get 
to know the board” segment each week.  
So below please enjoy learning more 
about our Commodore Claudia, and 
wonderful Birch Barker editor Phil and 
his wife Sandy.

Hi! I’m Claudia Phipps your friendly 
Commodore. I live on the North Shore 
with my husband Dennis, our dog 
Duffy, and our cat Coconut. Most of my 
time is spent with our 12 grandchil-
dren! I hope to see old and new faces at 
the yacht club events! 

Phil and Sandy Vitale
 Sandy is a retired surgical nurse, 
a former head nurse of surgery at 
Memorial Hospital in South Bend and 
worked in purchasing and contracts 
for 19 years for Franciscan Alliance, a 
Catholic healthcare organization head-
quartered in Mishawaka.  
 Since 2000 Phil has been the edi-
tor of the Birch Barker.  He is also the 
editor and half-owner of the monthly 
newspaper Cass Neighbors.  He is a 
past commodore and a long-time mem-

ber of the Birch Lake Homeowners 
Association.  Phil worked at the South 
Bend Tribune as an editor for many 
years.  P
 Phil sails an MC on Birch Lake 
(Sail # 500, the Pickle), Sandy formerly 
sailed in the Sunfish fleet (and is mov-
ing up to the MC fleet this year), and 
Phil and Sandy have both sailed a little 
on large boats on the ocean (ask them 
about it, they’ve got lots of stories).  
 You can often see them “toodling” 
around Birch Lake on their pontoon 
(watch for Nemo!).

Get to know the Birch Lake Yacht Club board



Our first week of sailing is in the books!  We had around 12 to 13 sailors out 
last Sunday.  Winds were light to start but picked up to around 9 to 10 
mph as of the last race. I know it is early but hope to many more sailors 

out in the following weeks!
     I need to thank our committee boat participants, Bad Patty, Sandy Vitale and 
Vice Commodore KarenCurtis-Miller for making our races possible!  If anyone is 
interested in helping on Sundays please give Bad Patty or myself a call. We can 
always use extra help!
 Until Next week, 

“SpLiCe THe Main BRaCe.”
~Fleet Captain Mike”              

Fleet Captain’s Corner

2017

Sailing has started

2017 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date  ..............................................June 4 ...............June 4 .............June 4 .....................Total  ..............Season ....... Races  .................%
Race  ..................................................1 .........................2 .......................3 ........................ Points  ........... Average  .... Finished  ...Finished

MC Scow Sailor/boat number
Scott Troeger  #1489 ..........................1 .........................1 .......................2 ..........................4721 ..................1574 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 .............................2 .........................3 .......................1 ..........................4565 ..................1522 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Phil Vitale  #500 ..................................4 .........................2 .......................5 ..........................4186 ..................1395 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Barb Cassady #2506 .........................3 .........................5 .......................3 ..........................4184 ..................1395 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550 ............5 .........................4 .......................4 ..........................4034 ..................1345 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ...............................6 .........................6 .......................7 ..........................3606 ..................1202 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................7 .........................7 .......................6 ..........................3537 ..................1179 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Bob King  #1199 ..............................DNS ...................DNS .................DNS ..........................0 .............................................0 ..................0.0%
Gib Eberhart  #916 ..........................DNS ...................DNS .................DNS ..........................0 .............................................0 ..................0.0%
Sandy Vitale .....................................DNS ...................DNS .................DNS ..........................0 .............................................0 ..................0.0%

Sunfish Sailor/sail color
Peter Soldato ......................................1 .........................1 .......................1 ..........................4800 ..................1600 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............2 .........................3 .......................2 ..........................4486 ..................1495 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Herb Cleveland ...................................3 .........................2 .......................4 ..........................4334 ..................1445 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..............5 .........................4 .......................3 ..........................4109 ..................1370 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Stewart Spratt .....................................4 .........................5 .......................5 ..........................3961 ..................1320 ...............3 ............. 100.0%
Camille Butler ..................................DNS ......................6 .......................6 ..........................2450 ..................1225 ...............2 ................66.7%
Bill Butler ..........................................DNS ...................DNS .................DNS ..........................0 .............................................0 ..................0.0%

Abbeviations explained:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
SEaSoN PoiNTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
SEaSoN PlaCE = total season points/number of races attempted
CREw - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



Sales Price $379,900
3 beds, 2 baths
50’ of Sandy Lake Front

Birch Lake home for sale

OuT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING, 

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOuR HOME!

CALL PAuL DELANO 

TODAY
269-445-8877

Paul@TheLakeLife.com

269-445-8877

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Fishing buddies peyton Lapato (Rogers’ grandson) and Timmy Bergan, both of the Cove.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

kID-OF-THE-
WEEk 

PHOTOS
Mail your kid-of-the-
week (or turtle of the 
week or plant of the 
week or whatever 

you’ve got) photos to 
Birch Barker, 63174 
Birch Rd., Vandalia, 
Mi 49095; put them 

in a ziplock and stick 
them in the stone 

mailbox at my home 
(east side), or email 

them to me at  
SaiLORpHiL@

pHiLViTaLe.COM

Cute as a button at the end of 
Koscielski’s pier in the Cove, 
Lake visitor Maggie McMahon 
was enjoying the sailboat rac-
es and the great weather last 
weekend.  Thanks to Vice Com-
modore Karen Curtis Miller for 
the pic.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

thomas J. 
mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

That’s Cal King cheesing it up with the prehistoric (not really) map turtle that came to visit him and his parents on the north 
Shore.

SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake Ladies’ 

FuN Golf Outing
Friday, July 21; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages, and more FuN and 
GAMES than money can buy!
More details to come later!
Lunch following at the BLYC 

(included in cost)

Deadline to sign up is July 16
Get Your Teams Together!

Team Members
1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________
For more Information Watch the 

Birch Barker
Bad Patty Luecht 476 -2615



FuLFILLING REAL ESTATE 
DREAMS FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 

SuSIE TuCkER
Susie Tucker Realty
574-320-6697 Cell 269-641-5775 Office
www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Licensed in Michigan
and indiana

As mentioned in the Barker arti-
cle a few weeks ago, your Birch 
Lake Yacht Club, through its 

Water Quality Committee, has been a 
long time participant in the Michigan 
Lakes and Streams Associations’ “Co-
operative Lakes Monitoring Program.” 
For many years, all sampling was 
done by the Temples but is presently 
being done by Terry Dugan and other 
members of the committee.
 In this program, characteristics 
of the lake are measured a number of 
times throughout (primarily) the sum-
mer, late spring and early fall to see 
how the lake is reacting to the stress 
put upon it by the weather and other 
seasonal challenges.  The information 
is compiled, recorded, compared with 
previous years’ data, and some tenta-
tive conclusions are drawn.
 Historically Birch Lake’s summa-
ry composite (Carlson TSI) rating has 
hovered around the line between the 
top two classes (out of 4 total) of lakes.  
For 2016, our lake showed slight 
improvement in two (amounts of chlo-
rophyll and phosphorus) of the three 
criteria and a slight decline in the 

third (secchi disk readings of water 
clarity), yielding a slightly improved 
rating overall.  To the extent the lower 
concentrations of chlorophyll and 
summer phosphorus were affected by 
your activities (helping to keep those 
undesirable elements out of the lake), 
thank you for your efforts and please 
keep up the good work!
 You may access your own copy of 
the full 2016 CLMP Report for Birch 
Lake by entering the following URL.: 
https://micorps.net/lake-monitoring/
individual-reports/
 If you go to this site, reports for 
each county will pop up and you can 
then select the county i.e. Cass, and 
then Birch Lake to view the report.
 As always, please recall that what-
ever is around the lake will eventually 
get into the lake.  To witness this phe-
nomena, you simply have to be here 
for some big rains, especially prior to 
vegetation growth in the early spring.  
And so, as you perform your annual 
rituals of yard cleanup, fertilization 
(with no phosphorus and away from 
the shore, please), etc. please think 
about what might get into the lake 

and consider starting to build a bit of 
plant buffer at the water’s edge.  
 If you decide you need to burn 
your debris (or anything else), please 
pick up your ashes after they cool.  
Ashes left on the ground make an ex-
cellent, but highly undesirable, instant 
fertilizer as they wash their way into 
the lake with a rain.
 Thanks for your help.

— Water Quality report —
CLMP report available



Stu’S  Star Stuff

Three of the five bright planets 
are easy to see in June, 2017: 
Jupiter, Saturn and Venus. 

 Jupiter appears first thing at dusk 
and stays out until well after mid-
night. Saturn rises at dusk or nightfall 
and stays out for rest of the night. 
 Venus rises before the sun and 
reached its greatest elongation — its 
farthest point from the sun on our 
sky’s dome — on June 3, 2017. 
 Mars and Mercury will be hard to 
spot this month. Mars is buried deep 
in the glare of evening twilight. Mer-
cury swings behind the sun in June, 
thereby transitioning from the morn-
ing to evening sky. 
 Bright Jupiter high up at nightfall. 
Jupiter reached opposition on April 7. 
That is, it was opposite the sun as seen 
from Earth then and so was appear-
ing in our sky all night. The giant 
planet came closest to Earth for 2017 
one day later, on April 8. So Jupiter 
shone at its brightest and best in April, 
but never fear. It’ll still be blazing 
away in June! Jupiter beams as the 
third-brightest celestial body in the 
nighttime sky, after the moon and Ve-
nus. In June, Jupiter shines from dusk 
until well after midnight; meanwhile, 
Venus appears only before dawn.
 Watch for a bright waxing gib-
bous moon to join up with Jupiter for 
several days, centered right about now. 
Wonderful sight!
 From the here at the lake, Jupiter 
appears in the southern sky first thing 
at dusk; and from the Southern hemi-
sphere, Jupiter appears high overhead 
as darkness falls. From all of Earth, 
Jupiter crosses the sky in a westerly 
direction throughout the night, as 
Earth spins under the sky. Jupiter sets 

in the west in June, in the wee hours 
after midnight.
 Jupiter shines in front of the 
constellation Virgo, near Virgo’s sole 
1st-magnitude star, called Spica. (To 
find Spica, follow the arc of the Big 
Dipper’s handle to Arcturus.  Spica is 
just below.)
 If you have binoculars or a tele-
scope, it’s fairly easy to see Jupiter’s 
four major moons, which look like 
pinpricks of light all on or near the 
same plane. They are often called the 
Galilean moons to honor Galileo, who 
discovered these great Jovian moons in 
1610. In their order from Jupiter, these 
moons are Io, Europa, Ganymede and 
Callisto.
 These moons orbit Jupiter around 
the Jovian equator. In cycles of six 
years, we view Jupiter’s equator edge-
on. So, in 2015, we were able to view 
a number of mutual events involving 
Jupiter’s moons, through high-powered 
telescopes. Starting in late 2016, Jupi-
ter’s axis began tilting enough toward 
the sun and Earth so that the farthest 
of these four moons, Callisto, has not 
been passing in front of Jupiter or be-
hind Jupiter, as seen from our vantage 
point. This will continue for a period of 
about three years, during which time 
Callisto is perpetually visible to those 
with telescopes, alternately swinging 
above and below Jupiter as seen from 
Earth.  
 June this year is really Saturn’s 
month because this planet reaches 
its yearly opposition on June 15. At 
opposition, Earth passes more or less 
between the Saturn and the sun. 
Hence Saturn comes closest to Earth 
for the year, shines at its brightest in 
our sky and stays out all night.

In other words, this is a great month 
for watching Saturn!
 Saturn rises in the southeast 
about an hour after sunset in the early 
part of June. By the month’s end, Sat-
urn will be above the horizon as soon 
as darkness falls. 
 That’s just part of the great show 
that we can enjoy most any night here 
at Birch Lake.  
 And best of all, it’s free.   

~Stu Spratt 
Celebrating more than

 53 Years at  Birch Lake

The Moon for this Saturday
(at Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
illuminated Fraction: 0.971 

1.7 days after full moon

Sunrise:  06:10:16
Sunset: 21:18:42

Moonrise:  22:11:04 PM
MoonSet: 07:15:44 AM
Daylight:  15 Hr 08 Min 26 Sec

June guide to the bright planets

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

BIRCH BARkER 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Bark-
er are free to paid members of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club
 

ads are $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Suddenly, 
this week you’ve got things to do, places to go and 
people to see! in particular, you will want to travel 
and take short trips. in addition, you will be talking to 
everyone - yada, yada, yada. You will be mentally 
excited and enthusiastic about life. Relations with 
siblings and neighbors will be warm. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - he next few 
weeks will be one of the best times all year for you 
to buy wardrobe items for yourself because you will 
like what you see in the mirror. another motivation to 
look great is that you will be socializing more than 
usual. Trust your moneymaking ideas. Remember 
this is the best time for you to get a better job or 
improve your existing job in over a decade!

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - well, you 
are certainly feeling in top form, and it will stay there 
for the next two weeks. Naturally, you will be more 
talkative and eager to communicate with others. 
You’ll be full of bright, clever ideas even more than 
usual! if you have to give a speech or convince oth-
ers about something - you couldn’t pick a better 
time. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - There are 
contradictory messages for you this week. Venus 
has now entered a part of your chart that makes you 
want to socialize and schmooze! You will feel warm 
and affectionate to friends. However, contradicting 
this, you will probably blow hot and cold for the next 
few weeks - one minute, you want to talk to every-
one, and the next moment you won’t get out of your 
hammock. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - This week you 
will be eager to talk to friends, especially younger 
people, about your ideas and your hopes and 
dreams for the future. You will think about your goals 
more than usual. You will also be more involved with 
a group. People will ask for your creative input and 
your ideas about how to make something look more 
attractive. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You have the 
advantage! Make your pitch. Not only will people 
admire you, they will listen to your ideas. Meanwhile, 
this week, you will have opportunities in medicine, 
the law, publishing, the media and higher education. 
Some will begin a romance with someone from 
another culture. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - in the next 
four weeks, Venus will be in Taurus, which is good 
news for you. Venus will attract wealth, people will 
do favors for you and give you things or let you use 
something they own. This is also a favorable to get a 
loan or a mortgage, and romance will be affectionate 
and more passionate. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Relations 
with partners and close friends will improve for the 
rest of the month. This is one of the best placements 
for all relationships! (Even with your enemies.) it 
means there will be an easy give-and-take dealing 
with others and that all your relationships will be 
more affectionate. Use this month to make peace 
with someone or to smooth a troubled connection. 
You might be surprised to discover that you have a 
strong influence on someone or vice versa.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - This 
will be a good time to consult experts and join with 
others to make plans or to discuss difficulties that 
come up, especially in the relationship itself. This is 
also a good time for signing contracts. You might do 
something to make your workspace look or feel 
more attractive. This is good time to bring up job 
concerns you have. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This 
week, Mercury will make it easy to do mental work. 
it will help you to pay attention to details and discov-
er the best technique for doing things. it will also pro-
mote your ability to communicate to bosses and col-
leagues. You will have a stronger focus on health. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - This is a 
playful, fun-loving month for you! Mercury now 
moves into Gemini, your fellow air sign. Mercury 
makes you want to express your opinions. Creative 
ideas and activities will appeal. You will also dream 
up ideas that are simply fun to play with. Your inter-
est in games and mental activities for their own sake 
will increase. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - This 
month the Sun encourages you to stay at home 
more and focus on home and family issues. 
Specifically, it makes you want to roll up your 
sleeves and tackle home repairs. it will also encour-
age lively family discussions. Meanwhile, you will 
encounter more opportunities to make money from 
your words and your writing. This is an excellent 
placement (for the next four weeks) for writers and 
people in sales, marketing, teaching and acting.

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Serves 8 
Active time 20 Min, Total time 30 Min

Ingredients:
8 ounces baby spinach leaves, divided
1 cup sun-dried tomatoes packed in oil and Italian herbs, 
drained (about 7 ounces)
1 large yellow onion, sliced
1 pound uncooked boneless, skinless chicken breasts (cut into 
1/2” bite size pieces)
6 garlic cloves, sliced
1 pound dry linguine
2 teaspoons dried Italian seasoning
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon fresh ground pepper
1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
4 cups (32 ounces) chicken stock
1 cup (8 ounces) chardonnay wine
4 ounces fresh Parmesan cheese, shredded
Directions:
 Combine 1/2 of the spinach with the tomatoes, onion, 
chicken, garlic, linguine, Italian seasoning, salt, pepper and 
crushed red pepper in a 5-quart Dutch oven over medium-high 
heat. Pour chicken stock and wine over top. Cover and bring to 
a boil.
 Cook 7-9 minutes until pasta is al dente (with a bite to 
it). Toss pasta with tongs occasionally to keep the pasta from 

sticking to the bottom of the 
pot. You will still have some 
liquid in the pan when the 
pasta is done cooking. This 
is going to makethe base for 
our delicious cheese sauce.
 Turn off the heat and 
add the cheese to the pasta. 
Toss pasta with tongs until 
the cheese melts into the 
pasta. Toss in remaining 
spinach. Serve and enjoy!

SIMpLE KITCHEN TIp: 
 Dried Italian Season-
ing is a fabulous convenience ingredient. If you do not keep it 
on hand, combine 1 teaspoon dried basil, 1 teaspoon rosemary, 
1/2 teaspoon oregano and 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme.
 This dish is just spicy enough to make your tongue tingle. 
For a very mild sauce, reduce the red pepper flakes to 1/2 tea-
spoon.
 I know some people are sensitive to alcohol. The wine 
adds a fabulous rich buttery flavor and a bright citrus-iness to 
the pasta. If you can use the chardonnay, I highly recommend 
it. However, you can substitute with chicken stock, white grape 
juice, or lemon water (1/2 cup fresh lemon juice and 1/2 cup 
water).

One-pot cheesy Italian pasta and chicken



Gareetings from Camp Tanna-
doonah! This week, we are 
going to introduce you to our 

leadership Staff. our leadership Staff 
includes our Unit leaders, who live 
in the cabins and facilitate activities 
while helping the counselors thrive 
throughout the summer:  
 Miss Danni: Miss Danni is 20 
years old and going into her Junior 
year at western Michigan University, 
studying Business as an Entrepre-
neur. Her dream is to eventually open 
her own bakery. She has worked at 
Camp Tannadoonah for 4 years and is 
excited to come back and work for her 
5th year as a Unit leader. including 
her summers as a camper, this is Miss 
Danni’s 11th summer at camp. She 
is the Unit leader for the older girls’ 
cabins. Her favorite activity to teach is 
archery. She brings a smile and a lot 
of energy to everything that she does. 
Camp Tannadoonah is her home away 
from home and one of her favorite 
places!
 Mr. Govind: Mr Govind is 
spending his second summer at 
Camp Tannadoonah. His hometown 
is london, England and he is currently 
studying at the University of Bristol. He 
absolutely loved his time at camp last 
year and is looking forward to another 
incredible summer at Tannadoonah! 
This year, he is the Unit Director of the 
Back Cabins, which includes the oldest 
boys. He love any and every sport- 
and is very keen to share my passion. 
 Mr. Marcus: Mr. Marcus found 
working at Camp Tannadoonah to be 
one of the best experiences of his life 
last summer, which is why he decided 
to come back again this year! He is the 
Unit leader for the Bird Yard, which 
means working with our youngest 
campers. working with children has 
always been a passion of his and he 
looks forwards to seeing the campers 
who were here last summer to see 
how much they’ve grown and create 
more fantastic camp memories. He is 
from Derby, England and studies at 
the University of Derby. He is going to 
become certified in low Ropes and ar-
chery to help facilitate those activities 
over the summer, and can be found 
making campers laugh wherever he 
goes. 
 our waterfront Director oversees 
all activities at the waterfront. This 
summer, our waterfront Director is Mr. 

Antreas. He is from Cyprus, which 
is an island in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, near Greece. For the past two 
years, he has been living in leicester, 
UK, where he is studying mechanical 
engineering at De Montfort University. 
He love exploring new places, learning 
about new things all the time, and has 
a goal to travel to every corner of the 
Earth. Since being here, he quickly fig-
ured out how to ski and looks forward 
to learning how to drive the boat for 
waterskiing and wakeboarding.  
 our Kitchen Manager takes care 
of everything in the kitchen, with the 
help of 3 Kitchen assistants. our Kitch-
en Manager, Miss Cindy, is spending 
her first year at camp. The staff have 
already requested for her to make 
her homemade chicken noodle soup 
again. She live in Decatur, Michigan 
with her husband and daughter. when 
she is not cooking, she love to hunt, 
fish, and volunteer. She is a shooting 
sports instructor with the Van Buren 
Voyagers 4H club. She is also a board 
member at the Paw Paw Conservation 
Club and women’s Ministry leader at 
Bright Start Tabernacle. She so excited 
to feed everyone at camp this year!
 our CiT (Counselors-in-Training) 
Director designs and implements a 
teen leadership program for our oldest 
campers who are considering become 
a counselor in the near future. our 
CiT Director is Miss Julie. She has 
been involved with Camp Tanandoo-
nah off-and-on for the last 40 years. 
Tannadoonah is and will remain part of 
her journey to being authentic through-
out her life. During the school year, 
she is an English literature Teacher. 
She brought her students (high school 
seniors) out to camp for a volunteer 
day, where they helped us clean the 
cabins and prepare for the summer. 
She has five daughters and lives on a 
mini farm with her husband, Bob. They 
have goats, chickens, roosters, tur-
keys, dogs, cats… you name it. They 
even raised a scurry of baby squirrels 
one summer and released them at 
camp. She can hardly wait to spend 
her summer at the place she loves the 
best!
 our Camp Ranger, Mr. Bob, 
works year-round to maintain and 
improve our facilities at camp. This is 
his second summer working at camp. 
He lives in North liberty, indiana with 
his wife and two kids. He is an active 

member of Granger Community 
Church. He and his wife enjoy reno-
vating houses. in other words, Mr. Bob 
spends a lot of time at the hardware 
store. 
 our assistant Camp Director, 
Miss Michelle, moved to Birch lake 
one year ago. This is her second 
summer at Camp Tannadoonah. 
During the school year, she has 
been working to start an after School 
Program and prepares for camp. This 
summer, she is finishing her Masters in 
Camp administration and leadership. 
outside of camp, she plays the tuba 
in the Michiana Concert Band. She is 
thrilled to have people back at Camp! 
 Many of you know our Director, 
Miss Amber, who grew up on Birch 

lake. She has been involved with 
Camp Tannadoonah since 1985 as a 
camper, counselor, waterfront director, 
and board member. She has been 
Camp Director since 2006. She has 
also held the role of Executive Director 
for the council since 2011. Miss amber 
earned her doctorate in Developmen-
tal Psychology from the University of 
Notre Dame. Her research focus was 
on middle childhood and early adoles-
cence. Miss amber and her husband, 
Mr. Chas are parents to three young 
campers – avery, age 7, Elyse, age 
5, and Kieran, born in February 2017. 
They live on Birch lake with their 
family during the off-season, and move 
to camp for the months of June, July, 
and august each summer.

— Camp tannadoonah —

Top Row: Mr. Govind, Miss amber, Mr. antreas, Mr. Bob, Mr. 
Marcus; Bottom Row: Miss Danni, Miss Michelle, Miss Cindy 



FOR SALE

For Sale: 2007 Skeeter Bass boat 
with a 90HP Yamaha engine, 17’, 
Minnkota 24 volt trolling motor and 2 
Lowrance X50 DS Fish Finders, Dual 
Pro Charger, 2 aerated live wells, 2 troll-
ing motor batteries, 1 deep cycle start-
ing battery, tilt and trim, locked Tackle 
and Rod storage, automatic bilge, car-
peted, custom snap cover.  Boat is in 
good shape and ready for fishing.  
Contact Kerry McCoy at 708-957-1122 
for more information.

For Sale: CLASSIC Century 
Resorter 19 ft. 1973, V-8, 225HP, 
New Upholstery and Carpet - $7,000. 
Power Shore Station also available with 
boat purchase, $1,000. Call Tom 
Rogers, Cove, 476-2383

For Sale: 90 ft wood deck pier, 
$200; 11-1/2 ft aluminum row 
boat, $200. Call 574 220 0407

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair 
prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

If you need odd jobs done like pet 
care, babysitting, garden/yard work, 
etc… Call Amanda Butler at 574-304-
1799

FOuND
FOUND: One white “San Marin” inflat-
able buoy, Item Number “NB60,” 
approximately 20” diameter, on  2/17/17. 
Call 476-1467.

FOUND: Black “kitchen Aid” grill 
cover.  Please call Jeff & Denise 
Smitley at 269.476.9000.

Found: 4-pack of orange life jack-
ets floated ashore on the east side the 
weekend of May 14th. Please call 
Amber at 574-315-0227 if they are 
yours! They are on the end of our dock.

A turtle raft came to rest against my 
shore a couple of weeks ago and I 
leaned it up against the seawall hoping 
someone would see it and pick it up.  
Please pick it up at our home on the 
east side or contact Vic Jones at vfj2@
aol.com

WANTED
Wanted: In search of good-condition 
shore station for 20’ pontoon.  
Contact Bud Hall at 219-669-9711 (new 

resident in cove).

The Yacht Club is seeking new volun-
teers to plan and oversee the 
Annual Birch Lake Boat Parade.  
The current chairs Sue and Bob Waddle 
have decided to retire after this sum-
mer’s parade.  They were hoping for 
someone to volunteer, who has a better 
understanding of the world we now live 
in.  The Waddles would welcome any 
new volunteers and invite them to partic-
ipate in the planning for this year’s 
parade.  Please call 269-476-2293.  
Operators are standing by.

Seeking: If you have newspapers 
that you would like to get rid of, 
we need them at Camp T! Please call 
Amber at 574-387-6095 if you have old 
newspapers, and I will come pick them 
up.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB 

!  
Sponsored by the West Shore and the Cove 

Saturday, June 24 
5:30 - 7:30 PM 

Enjoy a great evening with friends and support the Yacht Club’s Water Quality efforts, too! 
Dinner includes spaghetti with two sauces, salad, dessert, and ice tea or lemonade.  Take outs are also available. 

Tickets must be purchased in advance  
Contact Vickie Rogers/Cove; Patti Russwurm/North Shore; Linda Curtis and Carla Chester/East Shore; Katha 

and Mike Machalleck and Sue Williams/South Shore; Mardy Miller and Cam Butler/West Shore 
Children 3 and under:  Free      Ages 4-10:  $5.00      Ages 11-Adult:  $8.00 

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BlYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet? 

THERE’S STILL TIME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Claudia Phipps .......................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Vice Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller ...........................

karne.curtis-miller@bayer.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ..........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) .................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty ................................................ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) .............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QuALITY COMMITTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors



CELEBRATING IN BuSINESS

WITH BIRCH LAkE



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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